
Preparedness Update
New Albany - Plain Local Schools 3.10.20

Dear New Albany Families,
With the announcement of three con�rmed cases of the Coronavirus in Northeast Ohio by Governor
DeWine yesterday, I know you have heightened awareness and increased questions regarding COVID-
19. Further, the announcement by The Ohio State University to implement e-learning protocols upon
their return from spring recess next week through at least March 30th creates even more questions.
Please know that the safety and welfare of our students and staff is paramount.

Our district has and will continue to follow the guidance and recommendations of the Franklin County
Health Department, the Ohio Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. We are actively monitoring the frequent updates provided by these agencies to
incorporate recommendations as appropriate for our learning campus. While there is now increased
risk in Ohio, please know that the data released during the past few weeks continues to illustrate that
the risk to children is much lower than adults. Risk factors increase at the age of 60, with the greatest
risk substantially higher for persons aged 60-80 or anyone with immunocompromised or other
pulmonary illnesses. Regardless, we have and will continue to follow current and future guidelines
from our health o�cials. 

View resources about COVID-19, the Coronavirus on our district website.

We Continue to Support
Planning and preparedness remain critical. Many families have inquired about rumors of the
possibility of imminent school closure. NO decision has been made to close our schools. We will
continue to work with local health o�cials to adhere to the guidance, recommendations, or
mandates required to protect student health and safety. 

As a district, we are actively planning the curricula and logistics necessary to continue age
appropriate learning at home during an extended school closure should such ever be required. To
be proactive, we encourage our families to begin to have conversations at home regarding the
logistics and plans that may be necessary should schools, including Eagles Nest, close for an
extended period of time.

A Collaborative Effort

https://www.napls.us/Page/4774


Additionally, last Friday, at our request, the City of New Albany, Plain Township, and our school district
began a dialogue to form a COVID-19 Joint Task Force to bene�t the greater New Albany community,
including our schools. Physicians, many of whom are parents in our school district, specializing in
pediatric medicine, infectious diseases, and respiratory care, have agreed to work with �rst responders
from our police and �re departments alongside school, government, and health department o�cials in
order to:

Protect the individual(s) and the community without compromising patient con�dentiality
Serve as a clearinghouse for and sharing of COVID-19 information and resources
Disseminate information as accurately and e�ciently as possible knowing situations are quickly
changing
Work together to dispel myths and minimize the potential for overreaction within the greater New
Albany community
Be available to members of our community to answer questions and address concerns (i.e..
prevention, transmission, spring recess travel, spring sporting events, community events;
including Founder's Day and any performance event with larger crowds, etc.)

This Joint Task Force now serves as a local resource to inform what is happening within our
community.

What Health Professionals Are Saying
Health o�cials continue to share that our best defense against the spread of respiratory viruses,
including the coronavirus and in�uenza, is prevention and planning. The following recommendations
remain as previously communicated:

Stay home if you are sick. If you have a fever ≥100.0, seek appropriate medical attention and stay
home until you are fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication such as Tylenol or
Advil, understanding that administering Tylenol or Advil does not make you non-contagious; it
simply removes the symptom of fever.
Practice good hand hygiene with our students by washing your hands often with soap and water
for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer
and wash as soon as you can. We encourage you to teach students to recite the entire alphabet
at a normal pace or slowly count to 20 as a measure of time to ensure proper hand washing
based upon CDC recommendations.
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze then discard it. If you don’t
have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your elbow or shoulder, not into your hands.
Remind your children not to share personal items like drinks, food or unwashed utensils.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth whenever possible.
The CDC does not recommend that people who are well wear a facemask to protect themselves
from respiratory diseases, including COVID-19.
Get your family vaccinated for seasonal �u every year as recommended by health o�cials. There
is presently no vaccine for COVID-19.

As a staff, we will remain diligent in helping our students practice these recommendations at school
too. Further, as previously requested, should your child display any symptoms of being sick (fever,
body aches, fatigue, shortness of breath, cough), please keep them home.



Planning for Travel
As we look towards spring break later this month, we know travel may be planned. There is
community spread of COVID-19 in other countries and areas of the United States. The Franklin
County Public Health Department is encouraging the public to check the CDC website for
recommendations prior to your travels. Please remember to contact the attendance o�ce if your
family travel plans extend beyond the scheduled spring recess dates.

Thank you for your patience and partnership as we continue to navigate through this very �uid
situation. Please know we will continue to answer as many questions as possible in a timely manner
as more information is learned. We remain committed to ensuring a positive learning environment for
our students throughout our entire learning campus.

Sincerely,

Michael Sawyers
Superintendent

Brian Weikert
School Nurse

Reminder - Scheduled Two-Hour Delay
Tomorrow, March 11, 2020
The District will hold its �nal scheduled two-hour delay for the school
year tomorrow - Wednesday, March 11, 2020. The focus of
scheduled two-hour delays are to provide professional development
for staff in our school buildings across the campus. View the
schedule here.

Our Purpose
The New Albany-Plain Local School District is committed to creating a culture of accountability that
achieves the best academic and developmental outcomes for each student.
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